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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 14080 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UNCTAD, EGEN 

SUBJECT: CHARTER OF ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTY 
STATES 

REF: (A) STATE 235919; (B) LONDON 13014 

1. ON OCTOBER 29, WE CONVEYED SUBSTANCE OF PARA 2 
REFTEL A TO WENBAN-SMITH (UN DEPARTMENT, FCO). 

2. WENBAN-SMITH CONSIDERS IT "QUITE POSSIBLE" THAT 
THE UK WILL, IN THE END, VOTE AGAINST THE CHARTER 

AS A WHOLE, AS THE FCO LEGAL ADVISERS HAVE RECOMMENDED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(SEE REF B). HE EXPECTS THAT THE REVISED TEXT NOW 
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BEING PREPARED WILL CONTAIN TOO MUCH OBIECTIONABLE 
LANGUAGE, AND THAT IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO WORK OUT 
ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISES. HE SAID THAT THE UK CANNOT 
COMMIT ITSELF TO A NEGATIVE VOTE, HOWEVER, UNTIL IT 
SEES THE NEW TEXT. 

SOHM 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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